Speaker Says IJc Lacks Power 
To Remove Chairman Gonzalez 

Z//' 


By George Gardner ^ ' 

Washington Post Staff Writer' H ■■ 

House peaker Thomas P, (Tip} 1 
O'Neill Jtr. insisted yesterday that* hey 
does not have . the power to* remove ^ 
Rep. Henry B^ GOnzalez (D-Tex.) as, 
chairman of the House A^assmation|^ 
Committee. A- ' : : i - .• ■ . : A :v y; - " t A 
Speaking with reporters : 


over Gonzalez* attempts the 

committee's chief, counsel an hatkrnat 
matter. A A ‘ , , ' v ;£V 

“I’d like to .have them . settle . it 
themselves if they can,** he said. A : r A . . 

O’Neill did not elaborate oh; 
could not remove Gonzalez after ap- 
pointing him chahrman Feb. ; hut the.^ 
Speaker indicatedtthat h^was rel^pg : - 
on. the advice df ■ House p^ii^enttiri- * 
ans. . A- '-j- 

Aides to O’Neill said ; dater that 
‘‘once an appointment is made by the 
Speaker, the precedents are that : 
removal is a matter for the Hausietto ; 
decide.” > . t : ’ A -.v . . ■ , 

They cited the dispute two years " 
ago over the controversial tenure . of 
Rep. Lucien Nedzi (D-Mich.) as chair- 


man of the House intelligence cpm- 
mittee^ He submitted his resignation 
in a battle \ttth that committee’s Dem- 
ocratic maj ority, but the dispute 
wound up on the House floor where, 
as expected; Nedzi- was -upheld. The 
House refused to accept his resigna- 
tion.' - ■ ■ 

After "winning his mdral victory, 
however, Nedzi lost the war. A com- 
promise was 1 " worked out to abolish the 
committee and replace it with a new 
one under Rep. Otis G. Pike (D-N.Y.). 

•The crisis facing the Assassinations 
Committee was touched off last week 
when Gonzalez accused the panel’s 
chief ecmhsel, Richard A. Sprague, of 
mismanagement and insubordination, 
and ordered his dismissal. The 11 
other member of the committee count- 
ermanded the chairman ^within hours 
and* directed Sprague to stay on the 1 
jobA ' '■■■■ 

Gonzales refused to hack down. He 
ha's w^ will sign no pay 

vouchers for Sprague no matter what 
the rest 1 bf 'the committee thinks; and 
he has'lndicated; that he would refuse 
to' resign as chairman even if the rest 
of the committee should ask him to 
step down. 



